
 

 

Join Guildwood Butterflyway’s ‘Blooming Boulevards’ 2023 Project!  

If your Guildwood property is fronted by a boulevard, we invite you to join the Guildwood 
Butterflyway’s 2023 boulevard pollinator planting project!  This initiative borrows heavily from the 
inspirational Blooming Boulevards project that was started in Mississauga in 2019.  Unlike the struggle 
that Mississauga residents had to go through (which involved having to lobby to have by-laws changed) 
the City of Toronto has proactively changed its by-laws and now allows homeowners to plant their 
boulevards, without permits but subject to certain restrictions.  

Blooming Boulevards provided us with “before” and “after” pictures from a garden installed by the 
Chaudhari family in 2020 on Bristol Road in Mississauga.  Jeanne McRight, Founding President of 
Blooming Boulevards, told us that this garden “inspired seven other neighbours to put in their own BB 
boulevard gardens, creating a ‘stepping stone’ habitat link between two parks. The other outcome is 
that staff and students from the middle school across the street from this garden got interested in the 
Chaudhari garden and are planning to install a large habitat garden on school grounds in 2023. The 
Chaudhari family is delighted with their garden and  take workshops to learn more about native plants 
and pollinators, then share what they have learned with others.”  

This year the Guildwood Butterflyway is going to apply for a PollinateTO grant so that we can provide 
pollinator plant material to qualifying households free of charge.  

Here are a few points to consider: 

• The project will focus on boulevards only, this being the space between a sidewalk and a road. 
• You must talk to your neighbours about this (the City of Toronto requires that an agreement be 

signed). 
• The maximum size of boulevard that we can supply plant material for is 200 – 250 square feet – 

you’re on your own for the rest if your boulevard is larger than this! 
• You will be responsible for arranging an Ontario OneCall locator prior to planting. 
• All the labour – removal of grass and weeds, site prep, soil amendments and planting - is on you. 

This would make for a fantastic family project next spring.  
• We will provide the plant material and advice! 

To add your name and address to the list of interested households, please email Allison Murray at 
gwbutterflyway@gmail.com.  The deadline for adding your name and address to our list is August 31, 
2022, and a maximum of 20 households can be included in the project this year. Further details will be 
provided later in the summer or early fall. 

  

http://www.bloomingboulevards.org/
https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/water-environment/environmental-grants-incentives/pollinateto-community-grants/
mailto:gwbutterflyway@gmail.com


The pictures of the Chaudhari Family Habitat Garden tell the story! 

Before: Photo credit: ©2020_Jeanne McRight  

 
 

After: Photo credit:  ©2021 Jitendra Chaudhari. Chaudhari Family Habitat Garden:, Bristol Rd, 
Mississauga.  Blooming Boulevards provided native plants and garden design. Garden installed and 
maintained by Chaudhari family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


